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AMEMBASSY ABU DHABI 

UNCLAS STATE 004585 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR 

SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT PRESS BRIEFING 
GENEVA FOR MEPC DEL 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND GUIDANCE FOLLOWING ARE EXCERPTS 
FROM DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN'S PRESS BRIEFING JANUARY 8, 1975: 

QUOTE: MR. ANDERSON: SULTAN QABOOS IBN AL-BU SA ID OF 
OMAN WILL MAKE A PRIVATE VISIT TO WASHINGTON BEGINNING 
TOMORROW FOR THREE DAYS TO BECOME BETTER ACQUAINTED WITH 
THE UNITED STATES AND TO MEET ITS LEADERS. THIS WILL BE 
HIS FIRST VISIT AS RULER OF OMA N. THE SULTAN WILL HAVE A 

MEETING WITH PRESIDENT FORD TOMORROW AFTERNOON, AND THE 
SECRETARY IS HOLDING A DINNER FOR HIM TOMORROW EVENING. 

Q. IS THAT A WORKING DINNER? 

A. YES, I THINK YOU CAN DESCRIBE IT AS A WORKING DINNER. 

ON FRIDAY THE SECRETARY AND THE SULTAN WILL MEET AGAIN IN 
THE DEPARTMENT, AND THE VICE PRESIDENT IS HOLDING A LUNCH 
EON FOR THE SULTAN ALSO ON FRIDAY. 

THE SULTAN WILL ALSO MEET WITH SECRETARY SCHLESINGER AND 
OTHER OFFICIALS DURING HIS STAY. AND WE WILL GIVE YOU THE 

EXACT TIME LATER. 

Q. ON THIS SULTAN'S VISIT, CAN YOU TELL US IF HE IS THE 
FIRST OF OTHER ARAB LEADERS WHO WILL BE VISITING THE 
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UNITED STATES? 

A. I KNOW OF NO OTHER DEFINITE PLANS AT THIS TIME, WITH 
DATES SET, ETC., FOR OTHER ARAB RULERS. THERE IS, AS WE 
HAVE KNOWN, THE QUESTION OF PRESIDENT SADAT'S VISIT. 

THERE IS NO ANNOUNCEMENT ON THE TIMING. I KNOW OF NO 
CHANGE IN REGARD TO THAT VISIT. BUT I CAN'T OFF-HAND 
THINK OF ANY OTHERS. 

Q. TO FOLLOW UP ON THAT, CAN YOU TELL US WHETHER THE 
INVITATIONS WERE EXTENDED BY SECRETARY KISSINGER OR PRESI- 
DENT FORD TO THE SULTAN? HOW DID IT COME ABOUT? 
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A. THIS IS A PRIVATE VISIT, AS I JUST SAID. 

Q. YES, BUT HOW DID THIS COME ABOUT. 

A. I CAN'T TELL YOU HOW IT CAME UP. THE SULTAN WANTED TO 
COME AND PAY A PRIVATE VISIT TO THE UNITED STATES TO 
BECOME BETTER ACQUAINTED WITH THIS COUNTRY. AND IT IS HIS 
FIRST TRIP TO THE UNITED STATES SINCE HE BECAME RULER. 

Q. DOES THAT MEAN THAT HE DECIDED TO COME AND THAT THERE 
WAS NO INVITATION WHATSOEVER INVOLVED BUT THAT WHILE HE'S 
HERE HE'S TO SEE THE PRESIDENT AND SECRETARY OF STATE AND 
OF DEFENSE. 

A. I REALLY CAN'T ANSWER IT. I'LL LOOK INTO IT AND SEE 

IF I CAN GET THE CHICKEN AND EGG SITUATION STRAIGHTENED 

OUT. 

Q. IS HE GOING TO BE LOOKING INTO BUYING AMERICAN ARMS? 

A. TOMYKNOWLEDGE.NO. 

Q. WHY IS HE MEETING WITH SCHLESINGER THEN? 

A. I HAVE NO IDEA WHY HE'S MEETING WITH SECRETARY SCHLES- 
INGER. MOST OF THE GOVERNMENT LEADERS FROM ABROAD WHO 
COME HERE DO HAVE CONVERSATIONS WITH THE SECRETARY OF 
DEFENSE. I DON’T KNOW THE SPECIFIC REASONS. YOU MIGHT 
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ASK OVER THERE. 

Q. FURTHER ON THE ARMS QUESTION, DO YOU KNOW OR CAN YOU 
FIND OUT IF AMERICAN ARMS HAVE BEEN TRANSFERRED TO AMMAN 

THROUGH IRAN? 

A. ON THE QUESTION OF THE TRANSFER OF F-5'S FROM IRAN TO 
JORDAN - THE CAPITAL OF WHICH IS AMMAN, YES, THIS WAS 
APPROVED UNDER THE THIRD-COUNTRY TRANSFER REQUIREMENTS. 
AND WE DID APPROVE THE TRANSFER OF THE OLDER TYPE IRANIAN- 
OWNED F-5'S TO JORDAN. 

Q. WHEN WAS IT APPROVED? 

A. IT WAS APPROVED - I CAN'T GIVE YOU THE PRECISE DATE, 

BUT UNDER THE REQUIRED PROCEDURES VIS-A-VIS THE CONGRESS 
THEY WERE INFORMED IN ADVANCE - THE CHAIRMEN OF THE 
FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITEE AND THE HOUSE FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
COMMITTEE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE WERE INFORMED ON 
DECEMBER 18. 
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Q. HOW MANY AIRPLANES WERE INVOLVED? 

A. TWENTY-FOUR. 

Q. YOU CALLED IT THE OLDER TYPE? 

A. YES, THE OLDER TYPE IRANIAN F-5'S. 

Q. SINCE CONGRESS WAS INFORMED, APPARENTLY THERE WAS SOME 
CONFUSION UP THERE YESTERDAY AS TO THE RECEIPT OF A FORMAL 
LETTER. IS THAT NOW IN HAND? 

A. I READ THIS PRESS REPORT OF EVIDENTLY SOME CONFUSION. 

ALL I'M TELLING YOU IS THAT ON DECEMBER 18 THESE PEOPLE - 

Q. YES, WAS THAT VERBAL? 

A. I DO NOT KNOW WHETHER IT WAS VERBAL OR IN WRITING. I 
WOULD ASSUME IT WOULD HAVE BEEN IN WRITING. 
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Q. WELL, THEY DIDN’T HAVE IT UP ON THE HILL. 

A. WELL, MAYBE THE PERSON WHO SAID THIS DIDN'T HAVE THE 
DOCUMENT, BUT WE DID THIS, AS REQUIRED, ON DECEMBER 18. 

Q. A LETTER WAS SENT? 

A. YES, IT'S IN WRITING, I'M ALMOST POSITIVE ON THAT. 

Q. WHY WAS THE TRANSFER APPROVED? 

A. WELL, BOTH COUNTRIES, IRAN AND JORDAN, ARE CLOSE 

FRIENDS OF THE UNITED STATES. AND. AS YOU ALL KNOW. OUR 
POLICY IS TO SUPPORT REGIONAL COOPERATION IN THAT AREA OF 
THE WORLD AND TO STRENGTHEN THE DEFENSES OF OUR FRIENDS. 

AND THESE OLDER MODELS OF THE F-5 - THAT'S THE F-5A AND 
F-5B - ARE NO LONGER NEEDED BY IRAN. AND WE DECIDED THAT 
JORDAN HAD A LEGITIMATE NEED FOR THEM; THEREFORE, WE 
APPROVED THE TRANSFER. 

Q. WILL THE UNITED STATES NOW REPLACE THE PLANES IN THE 
IRANIAN INVENTORY WITH ANY OTHER NEW AIRCRAFT? 

A. ON THIS BUSINESS OF OUR SUPPLY RELATIONSHIP WITH IRAN 
OR OTHER FOREIGN COUNTRIES, WE DON'T DISCUSS PUBLICLY THE 
DETAILS OF OUR ARMS SUPPLY PROGRAMS. SUFFICE IT TO SAY 
THAT OUR AID PROGRAM IS PROCEEDING TO THE MUTUAL SATIS- 
FACTION OF BOTH SIDES. 
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Q. WHAT ABOUT THE TRAINING OF JORDANIAN PILOTS FOR THOSE 
PLANES. 

A. LET ME TAKE THIS. THIS IS A FOLLOW-UP THING HERE. 

Q. WHAT IS THE LEGITIMATE NEED THAT YOU WERE TALKING 
ABOUT? 

A. FOR THE DEFENSE NEEDS OF OUR FRIENDS IN THE AREA. 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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Q. WELL, YOU'RE TALKING ABOUT JORDAN, AREN'T YOU? 

A. YES. 

Q. ALL RIGHT. I'M JUST ASKING, SINCE YOU USED THE TERM, 

WHAT IS THE LEGITIMATE NEED OF JORDAN NOW, AND THE NEED 
TO STRENGTHEN ITS DEFENSES AGAINST WHOM, WHAT, WHERE THE 
ATTACK? 

A. ANYONE FOLLOWING THE EVENTS INVOLVED OVER JORDAN OVER 
THE PAST FEW YEARS SHOULD UNDERSTAND JORDANIAN NEEDS. 
THAT'S ALL I HAVE TO SAY ON THAT. 

Q. A RELATED QUESTION TO THIS- SINCE THE WHITE HOUSE HAS 
SUPPORTED THE SECRETARY'S REFERENCE TO POSSIBLE USE OF 
FORCE IN CASE OF OIL STRANGULATION, I AM WONDERING HOW IT 
IS THAT WE ARE CONTINUING SHIPMENT OF 126 F-5E'S AND $60 
MILLION WORTH OF NAVAL EQUIPMENT TO SAUDI ARABIA. WHY HAS 
THERE BEEN NO ANNOUNCEMENT OF THIS BEING HELD UP IF THE 
SECRETARY IS SERIOUS ABOUT THE POSSIBLE USE OF FORCE IN 
THE LAST EXTREMITY? 

A. I WOULD LIKE ON THIS QUESTION - YOU HAVEN'T BEEN HERE 
THE LAST THREE OR FOUR DAYS - WE;VE GONE INTO THE SUBJECT 
OF THE SECRETARY'S COMMENTS - INTERVIEW I SHOULD SAY - 
IN BUSINESS WEEK ON THIS HYPOTHETICAL QUESTION THAT WAS 
RAISED WITH HIM, AND I AM JUST GOING TO REFER YOU TO THE 
RECORD OF WHAT HE HAS SAID AND THE BRIEFINGS HERE. I'M 
JUST NOT GOING TO HAVE ANYTHING MORE TO SAY ABOUT IT. 

Q. WHEN YOU SPOKE OF SUPPORTING REGIONAL COOPERATION, 

DOES THAT MEAN BY APPROVING THIS YOU ARE SUPPORTING 
COOPERATION BETWEEN IRAN AND JORDAN? 

A. I THINK THAT FRIENDLY RELATIONS BETWEEN IRAN AND 
JORDAN ARE VERY VERY USEFUL WITH REGARD TO KEEPING THE 
PEACE IN THE AREA. 

Q. IN OTHER WORDS, THIS DEAL IS PART OF ACCELERATING 
IRAN'S COOPERATION WITH ARAB STATES? 
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A. NO. ON THIS I WOULD JUST LIKE TO GO BACK TO WHAT I 
SAID EARLIER. WE FELT THAT THESE AIRPLANES WERE NEEDED 
BY JORDAN. AND WE MADE THE DECISION ON THAT BASIS FOR 
JORDAN'S OWN DEFENSE REQUIREMENTS. 

Q. I'M SORRY, WHEN YOU ~ 

A. AND IT'S NOT A LINKAGE BETWEEN ANY, SAY, THE FOREIGN 
POLICY OF IRAN, IF I GOT THE PURPORT OF YOUR QUESTION. WE 
MADE IT ON THE BASIS WE APPROVED THE TRANSFER BECAUSE OF 
THE DEFENSE NEEDS OF JORDAN. 

Q. I'M SORRY THEN, I HAVE TO JOIN MARVIN KALB AND ASK YOU 
WHAT DEFENSE NEEDS YOU ARE TALKING ABOUT. YOU SAY ANYBODY 
WHO HAS BEEN FOLLOWING THE EVENTS OF THE PAST FEW YEARS. 

BUT THE EVENTS THAT BRINGS TO MIND IS DIFFERENCES WITH THE 
PALESTINIANS. IS THIS TO SUPPORT JORDAN? 

A. I DON'T WANT TO GET INTO IT ANY MORE. 

Q. DOES JORDAN NOW HAVE PLANES OF THIS TYPE, OR IS THIS 
GOING TO REQUIRE A RETRAINING OF PILOTS? 

A. I DO NOT KNOW. I’LL LOOK INTO THAT. 

Q. DOES THIS POLICY EXTEND TO PAKISTAN - 

A. WHAT? 

Q. DOES THIS POLICY OF STRENGTHENING FRIENDS AND REGIONAL 
COOPERATION EXTEND ALSO TO PAKISTAN? 

A. I THINK ON THAT WE GO BACK TO WHAT THE SECRETARY HAS 
SAID TIME AND TIME AGAIN WITH REGARD TO ARMS SUPPLIES 
TO THE SUBCONTINENT OF ASIA, THAT WE ARE NOT GOING TO DO 
ANYTHING TO CONTRIBUTE TO ANY KIND OF AN ARMS RACE IN THE 
AREA. AND WITH REGARD TO PAKISTAN THIS POLICY IS UNDER 
REVIEW. 
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Q. APART FROM THE LATEST JORDAN STORY, THERE IS AN OLDER 
STORY THAT I DON'T REMEMBER THE QUESTIONS HAVE BEEN PUT 
TO THIS PODIUM, WHETHER THROUGH IRAN, THROUGH THE SHAH, 
AMERICAN ARMS HAVE BEEN TRANSFERRED TO AMAN. 

A. TO OMAN? THAT'S IT, YOU SEE, ITS OMAN/AMAN. THAT'S 
WHERE WE GET MIXED UP. 
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Q. NO, NO. OMAN. 

A. I'M UNAWARE OF ANY TRANSFER OF AN AMERICAN ARMS TO 
OMAN. 

Q. DOES THE SECRETARY FEEL THAT HE MUST HAVE A FREER HAND 
VIS-A-VIS CONGRESS IN ORDER TO CONDUCT THE NATION'S 
FOERIGN POLICY? 

A. ON THAT SUBJECT, I THINK WE HAVE ALL READ HIS THOUGHTS 
ON IT IN HIS RECENT INTERVIEWS THAT HE HAS GIVEN, AND I 
JUST CANNOT EXPAND ON THE QUESTION OF RELATIONS WITH THE 
CONGRESS BETWEEN THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH AND THE LEGISLATIVE 
BRANCH. 

Q. YOU R NOT QUIBBLING WITH THE (INAUDIBLE) SUPPLIED BY 
THE SECRETARY OF STATE? IS THAT THE REASON? 

A. I'M TALKING ABOUT THE INTERVIEWS HE HAS GIVEN IN 
BUSINESS WEEK AND NEWSWEEK. 

Q. JOHN'S QUESTION IS, I THINK, PROMPTED BY THE NEW YORK 
TIMES PIECE. DOES THAT REFLECT THE SECRETARY'S CURRENT 
VIEWS? 

A. I'M JUST GOING TO STAY WHERE I WAS WITH WHAT HE HAS ON 
THE PUBLISHED RECORD. 

Q. WHAT IS THE STATE DEPARTMENT'S VIEW OF THE ACTION 
TAKEN BY THE COMMON MARKET YESTERDAY, ENDORSING FURTHER 
INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND RECYCLING RATHER THAN THE 
SECRETARY'S $25 BILLION PROPOSAL? 
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A. WELL, TO TAKE JUST TWO WORDS IN YOUR QUESTIOM IT'S THE 
WORDS ' RATHER THAN,'' DENNIS HEALEY, FOLLOWING THE MEETING 
IN LONDON - AND I WANTED TO CALL THIS TO YOUR ATTENTION - 
HE EXPLAINED THAT THE IMF PLAN AND THE $25 BILLION SAFETY 
NET FACILITY, WERE COMPLEMENTARY AND WITH REGARD TO THE 
$25 BILLION FACILITY, WE HAVE BEEN MAKING RAPID PROGRESS 
IN THE GROUP OF TEN, WORKING GROUP, CONSIDERING THIS - 
AND IF THE PARTICIPATING OECD GOVERNMENTS KEEP TO THE 
SCHEDULE THAT IS BEING DISCUSSED, THEN THE FACILITY COULD 
BE AGREED UPON QUITE PROMPTLY, AND SUBMITTED FOR PARLIA- 
MENTARY ACTION IN 1975. 

Q. DOES "COMPLEMENTARY" MEAN IN YOUR VIEW THAT THOSE PRO- 
JECTS ARE ALSO DEPENDENT ON EACH OTHER? 

A. I THINK THAT WE ARE GOING TO HAVE TO HAVE, OBVIOUSLY, 
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IT'S OUR VIEW THAT WE ARE GOING TO HAVE TO HAVE THE $25 
BILLION SAFETY NET FACILITY AND THE ESSENTIAL FEATURES 
OF IT, FOCUS ON THE OECD AREA - AS YOU KNOW - WHERE THE 
PROBLEM OF LARGE FINANCIAL FLOWS IS CENTERED. 

AND ALSO, ITS LINKAGE TO CONSUMER COUNTRY COOPERATION ON 
ENERGY CONSERVATION AND THE STIMULATION OF NEW SUPPLIES. 

AND I THINK THAT OUR VIEW IS THAT WE HAVE TO HAVE BOTH 
FACILITIES. WE DEFINITELY HAVE TO HAVE THE $25 BILLION 
ONE, IN OUR VIEW. 

Q. DOES THIS MEAN THAT THE U.S. IS ENDORSING THE ACTION 
THAT WAS TAKEN BY THE COMMON MARKET COUNTRIES YESTERDAY, 
IN EXPANDING THE IMF OIL FACILITY? 

A. WE, IN PRINCIPLE, AGREE WITH AN EXPANSION OF THE IMF 
USING THE STANDARD IMF FACILITIES AND EXPANDING THEM. 

AS TO THE DETAILS, THEY WILL HAVE TO BE DISCUSSED, AS I 
SAID A MOMENT AGO, WHEN WE HAVE THE MEETINGS IN WASHING- 
TON. 

Q. DO YOU HAVE ANY COMMENT ON ASSAD, THE SYRIAN'S STATE- 
MENT THAT THE SOVIET UNION HAS NEVER REPLACED ANY OF THE 
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ARMS EGYPT LOST? 

A. I DON’T HAVE ANY COMMENT ON THAT - 

Q. THERE IS A REPORT FROM TEL AVIV, THAT KISSINGER IS 
OPTIMISTIC ABOUT THE SECOND STEP IN THE DISENGAGEMENT 
DISCUSSIONS REACHING AGREEMENT IN THE NEXT MONTH - OR AN 
AGREEMENT NEXT MONTH, ON THE SECOND STAGES OF THE 

DISENGAGEMENT TALKS BETWEEN ISRAEL AND EGYPT. IS HE 
OPTIMISTIC ABOUT THAT? 

A. AS WE HAVE SAID MANY TIMES, WE ARE HOPEFUL THAT THE 
STEP-BY-STEP APPROACH IS GOING TO BE SUCCESSFUL. THE 
SECRETARY IS GOING TO BE MEETING WITH THE ISRAELI FOREIGN 
MINISTER NEXT WEEK, AND THAT'S AS FAR AS I CAN GO RIGHT 
NOW. 

Q. IS THERE ANY IRANIAN REQUEST TO TRANSFER AMERICAN ARMS 
FROM IRAN TO EGYPT NOW? 

A. I AM UNAWARE OF ANY REQUEST, ANY SUCH REQUEST, AT ALL. 

Q. IS THE TRANSFER FROM IRAN TO JORDAN OF THESE PLANES, 

THE FIRST MAJOR TRANSFER OF THAT KIND TO JORDAN FROM IRAN? 
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A. I DO NOT KNOW - I'LL LOOK INTO THAT, THOUGH. 

Q. WHILE YOU ARE LOOKING INTO THAT - YOU WERE ASKED 
EARLIER WHETHER THESE WERE THE FIRST F-5A'S OR B'S TO GO. 
WOULD YOU FIND OUT, IF YOU CAN, AND ARE PERMITTED TO TELL 
US, WHETHER THESE ARE THE ONLY JETS THEY HAVE NOW? 

THEY USED TO HAVE THESE OLD SIDLEY HAWKER HUNTERS AND 
STUFF LIKE THAT - AND IN '67 WE PULLED OUT, I THINK, WHAT 
WE HAD. 

THE QUESTION THAT I THINK I AM GETTING AT IS: HOW MANY 
JET AIRCRAFT DOES JORDAN HAVE NOW, WITH THESE 24 
NORTHROP INTERCEPTORS? WOULD YOU SEE IF YOU CAN FIND OUT? 
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A. I'LL SEE WHAT I CAN - SEE WHAT I AM AUTHORIZED TO DO. 

Q. THE INFORMATION WAS FREELY AVAILABLE WHEN IT WAS USE- 
FUL FOR U.S. POLICY PURPOSES - I JUST WONDERED IF IT'S 
STILL FREELY AVAILABLE. 

Q. ON THE SAME SUBJECT, TO FOLLOW UP MARVIN'S AND BARRY'S 
QUESTIONS - SINCE VARIOUS HIGH JORDANIAN OFFICIALS HAVE 
DECLARED THAT WITH THE RABAT DECISION THEY ARE NO LONGER 
A FRONT LINE STATE - WHO ARE THEY DEFENDING THEMSELVES 
AGAINST? 

A. I JUST HAVEN'T ANYTHING FURTHER TO SAY ON THIS SUBJECT. 

Q. WELL WOULD YOU TAKE THE QUESTION? 

A. I AM NOT GOING TO HAVE ANYTHING FURTHER TO SAY. WE 

HAVE DETERMINED THAT THERE IS A LEGITIMATE NEED FOR 
JORDAN'S DEFENSE, AND THAT'S WHY WE APPROVED THE TRANSFER 
OF THESE AIRCRAFT. 

I HAVE NOTHING MORE TO SAY ON IT. 

Q. I JUST WANTED TO - JUST FOR CLARIFICATION'S SAKE - 
WHEN YOU WERE TALKING ABOUT THE DEFENSES AND THE EVENTS 
OF THE PAST SEVERAL YEARS, BARRY ASKED THE QUESTION ABOUT 
THE PALESTINIANS AND OF COURSE YOU DIDN’T ANSWER THAT OR 
GET INTO IT. 

BUT JORDAN HAD SAID, AT THE TIME OF THE YOM KIPPUR WAR, 
THAT IT COULDN'T DO MORE FOR THE ARAB CAUSE AT THAT TIME 
BECAUSE IT DIDN'T HAVE THE PLANES. 
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NOW IT'S GETTING PLANES. WHAT DOES THIS MEAN? 

A. I DON'T HAVE ANYTHING MORE TO SAY ON IT. 

Q. I WAS WONDERING - AND I AM NOT TOO FAMILIAR WITH 
THIS PROCEDURE - WE GAVE THESE PLANES TO IRAN AND YET 
YOU MENTIONED - 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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A. I THINK THAT - MY GUESS IS THAT THEY WERE SOLD, BUT 
I- 

Q. THEY WERE "SOLD?" 

A. YES. 

Q. IN OTHER WORDS, THEY WERE IRAN'S PROPERTY? 

A. YES. 

Q. WELL NOW, IS IT STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE FOR US TO 
CONSENT TO IRAN GIVING THEIR PROPERTY TO ANOTHER COUNTRY? 
OR IS THAT DONE OFTEN? 

OR IS IT OUR STUFF? OR WHAT IS THE EXPLANATION? WAS THERE 
A CLAMP ON IT? 

A. WELL I THINK MAYBE YOU OUGHT TO READ UP ON THE THIRD 
COUNTRY TRANSFER REQUIREMENT, AND THEN WE DECIDE ON IT ON 
A CASE- BY CASE BASIS. I DON’T WISH TO TAKE UP THE TIME OF 
THIS GROUP - BUT I WILL BE GLAD TO TALK WITH YOU AFTER- 
WARDS ABOUT IT. 

Q. O.K. 

Q. WHAT WOULD BE YOUR POSITION, SHOULD IRAN REQUEST THE 
TRANSFER OF AMERICAN MADE ARMS TO EGYPT? 

A. I'M NOT GOING TO SPECULATE ON A HYPOTHETICAL QUESTION. 
END QUOTE. KISSINGER 
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